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Oceans of the World

Vocabulary

source (of a 

river)

The place where a river begins.

mouth (of a 

river)

The point where a river joins the sea, 

lake or bigger rivers

erosion Rocks and other river materials are 

picked up by the water and moved 

to another place along the river

tributary/

tributaries

River(s) that join up with another river.

deposit/

depositions

When rocks and other materials that 

have been eroded are dropped off 

further along the river. 

current the strength and speed of a river.

floodplain The flat area around a river that often 

gets flooded when the level of water 

in the river is high.

channel The course in the ground that a river 

or water flows through.

canal A man-made waterway, which is 

used by boats and ships to transport 

goods across land.

valley A long ditch in the earth’s surface

between ranges of hills or mountains.

estuary Where a river reaches the ocean and 

the river and ocean mix. Estuaries are 

normally wide and flat.

tidal bore A strong tide from the coast that 

pushes the river against the current 

causing waves along the river.

‘

Rivers in the UK at their mouth will flow into 

either the: 

North Sea, Irish Sea, English Channel or 

Atlantic Ocean. 

Five Longest Rivers in the World

6,693km Nile, Africa

6,436km Amazon. South America 

(although it has the largest 

volume of water)

6,378km Yangtze River, Asia

5,970km Mississippi-Missouri, North 

America

5,539km Yenisei-Angara River, Asia

Five Largest UK Rivers


