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07.11.2025

Parents/Carers

Attendance Snippet

Each week we will be highlighting an area of attendance
from the Working Together to Improve School Attendance
Guidance which you can find on the school website in the
Parents section/Attendance.

What should | do if my child needs a dental or medical appointment in
school time?

To avoid disruption to your child's attendance, medical and dental appointments should
not be booked during the school day whenever reasonably possible. When they are, you
should ask the school in advance for a leave of absence and collect them as close to the
time of the appointment as possible and return them to school for the rest of the school
day afterwards.

Remembrance Day - Tuesday 11th November
We are marking Remembrance Day with the
sale of Poppies and other Poppy Appeadl
merchandise again this year. We have limited
amounts of Poppies, Slap-bands, Poppy
Reflectors, Bracelets and Stickers. Minimum
donation guide is 50p. Monday will be the last day to
purchase items. Thank you

Popp-/'Ap:Jeol

Children in Need - Friday 14th November

We will be celebrating Children in Need on
Friday 14th November with a non-school uniform
day and, if possible, by wearing something
spotty! We have limited amounts of Pudsey
Ears (£2.50) and Pudsey Wristbands (£1) to
purchase if children would like to support the charity. No
other donation is required for this day.
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Reception & Yé Health Screening - Friday 21st
November

All children in Reception & Year é year groups
have received a letter giving details of this
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y ti-bullying week

.emembrance Day

'C2 Trip to Aerospace Bristol

Children in Need Day

' C4 Trip to Birmingham Think

Tank

st NHS Health Screening (YR&Y:

28t FoSM Non-school Uniform

] FoSM Wreath Making
December

3d  FoSM KS2 Panto Trip

4th FoSM EYFS & KS1 Trip to
Farm Park

Christmas Fayre - 1:30

Short Reports to Pare

Charlotte Taylor Aut
after school boo

EYFS/KS1 Nativity

EYFS/KS1 Nativity

5th
gth
9th

15th
16th
17th

1 8Th
19t Last Day of
Christmas

1:30pm

upcoming NHS Health screening. Please check that you have received this infformation as it contains

information if you would like to opt out of this check.
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Class Snippets - (Article 28- children have the right to an Education. Article 29-
Education should develop a child’s talents, personalities and beliefs)

Pre-school - the children returned after half term with some lovely autumn freasures
that they had collected and added to their Autumn bags. We have talked about our
own firework night experiences and created fireworks by rolling marbles and dabbing
fubes in paint. The children also made chocolate sparklers and created mini fireworks
using white vinegar and baking soda

Class 1 - this week, Class 1 have welcomed a visitor. Miss Davies is a feacher in fraining and has
joined Class 1 for her first placement experience. She has begun to build lovely relationships with the
children, and she has fitted straight in. As a class we have been looking at Remembrance Day and
why we celebrate it and the children have been thinking about what we would like to say to a fallen
soldier. We have also been looking at Bonfire Night and why we celebrate it. The children really
enjoyed acting out the gun powder plot and arresting Guy Fawkes. Reception sounds this week (f, ff,
[, I, ss) HFW's (she, he, be, me, we, of). In maths we have been looking at counting to 5 and thinking
about how to make sure we successfully count each time. This would be useful for the children to
continue practising this skill at home.

Class 2 received a video this week showing that a spaceship had crash landed in the playground
over the holidays. They read a letfter today from a friendly little alien called Beegu and wrote back to
her offering advice. The Y1 children have been working more independently on their writing and
using sound mats to support them with spelling. The Y2s have continued to work on purple polishing
to make their work even more shiny! | have been amazed at the quality of their writing and they
have been trying really hard to apply the sounds they have been taught. We have started rehearsing
songs for the Christmas play this week and children have been learning their speaking parts. We look
forward to acting this out over the coming weeks. In DT we have started our new topic- Super
Smoothies. Next week, we will be trying smoothies so please do let me know if there are any changes
to allergy information ahead of Friday 14" November.

Class 3 — we started the week by introducing our new Design and Technology unit: Sfructures —
Castles. The children explored the key features of castles and discovered which shapes make them
stfrong and stable. They then enjoyed designing their own castles, which they'll be bringing to life in a
few weeks' fime. In maths, both year groups wrapped up their geometry unit and began exploring
addition. In writing, we started our new class text, Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx, and learned
how to use inverted commas correctly to punctuate direct speech. During our PSHE session, we
discussed the importance of showing respect to the people we meet. We also explored the history of
Bonfire Night and talked about how to stay safe around fireworks. To finish the week, our guided
reading sessions focused on firework-themed poetry, which the children read and discussed with
great enthusiasm.

Class 4 have had a good first week back! In English, they have started exploring the text, Curiosity,
which explores the Rover landing on Mars, which they seem keen to learn about! In DT they got to
evaluate their space bags and in MFL this week, they were lucky enough to have a teacher from
Forest High come and teach them Spanish; they really enjoyed this opportunity. In Science this week,
they have explored the phases of the moon and why this happens, to deepen their understanding of
space - we are looking forward to our class trip to the Think Tank and Planetarium in a couple of
weeks' fime!

Gloucestershire County Council School Admissions

GCC are in the process of recruiting volunteer Panel Members o assist with virtual School Admission
Appeals. They are particularly in need of Parent Members (those with children currently in
education). Here's the link fo the relevant page on the Gloucestershire County Council website for
more information:

Apply to become a volunteer school appeals panel member | Gloucestershire County Council
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https://url41.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1vDLxD-000000002L3-2FQa&d=4%7Cmail%2F14%2F1761566400%2F1vDLxD-000000002L3-2FQa%7Cin41u%7C57e1b682%7C28220857%7C13691377%7C68FF5FB37EF61D9022481A31840290B6&o=%2Fphtw%3A%2Fwtselw.tucsgo.heroregsihkv.oscou%2Fimlanssodi-ps%2Folytap-c-b-meaeoeuvo-terlnaoscpl-phonsealpael-%2Frebmem-&s=ZCHQI9xic4seVWbgZPfsXrlRk38

Parent/Carer Checklist

It would be helpful if Parents/Carers could run through a daily checklist before school, to
ensure that your child/ren are ready for the school day. This would reduce the amount of
phone calls home the school has to make and also reduce anxieties for your child/ren. The
school expects the older children to start taking responsibility for some of these things
themselves. As an example:

e Lunch booked or packed lunch from
home Contact with School/Class Teacher
e Drink bottle If you have a class-based query, please contact
e PE kit or swimming kit when needed your child's teacher in the first instance via the
° Horr\ework school office. Please be assured that teachers will
* Nojewellery respond, but not necessarily on the same day.
* Reading b?Ok Teachers are not expected to respond whilst they
e Correct uniform and coat - please . . .
ensure all uniform is worn correctly are Tec:f:hmg or beyond 5pm; your patience is
e No personal/unnecessary items from appreciated.

home
e All medication to come to school office - no medication in children’s bags
e Please ensure dll uniform is named!

This should be in bookbags this week but please come
to the office if you would like to order and not received
a paper copy.

CHRISTMRS WRERTHS

§RENDS & ,“‘ VELCOpg
\bvll"f'. CRELE popyy
cruEh g B VO o

X LI0FM oy
2 231n
Koy

1ol

Ol y

(,“‘“ \\ ; o
cc\\"‘ oo . (,o L " 7 CFE: ® L Eare :
“._Q"' \:'\[‘\“ "/ﬂ ,)(ﬁ : S’dtUl’ddy 15¢h ‘ ‘Contact hs @
o L N iiey’ 2065 ::;tsitefbi'éstbf‘dean
/f\.:./ %—"—N v 5 Tn A S . oo
FRIENDS OF STERM MILLS Spm-7pm; 3t ‘@grhail com.
WILL BE BRISING FUNES BY SELLING EEAUTIFUL g 3 .:J_ames_ QburVCh_ L, Yoo G s
HANDMADE WEERTES FOR CHRISTIAS 2T g Fag 22 Alight snack wilk pe'ssrved

| would She ' wder,... ceenreenene s WOREIN ) &t £10 ach. Total cout £

| would Ske 10 holp moke wreaths on 20th Nov - Yes / No

FLEASE FETURN THIS FCRM TC MISS FCC 1N THE SCHOCL OFFICE
Ef MCHDRY 24TH HKOVEMEER WITH FULL FRTMENT IN CPSH

Skills for Learning, Learning for Life



Forest of Dean

HA

FOREST OF DEAN HAF PROVIDES FREE ACTIVITIES AND
FOOD FOR SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN.

HAF takes place three limes a year
during school holidags in:

« Spring
« Summer
« Winter

You can contadt us for supporf and
we @n signpost you to
organisations that @n help you.

e

holiday activities & food

j J

Free activitis that an be
booked online includina:
» Family ativities
» Children and young
people activities
%9 7 - Tickoted attractions

’é@;@’

A TR

i you need help to sign up or book
activitios onfact us;

gloshafconnector@gmail.com

07340709871

. Tamilyhubs.gloucestershire.gov.uk

Forest of Dean
Hﬂ ecee

btag actariing € e

Free Winter Activities for
Children, Young People & Families

The Holiday Activity and Food programme [HAF)

returns this winter with lots of fun activities and

delicious food available for children and families
from 20 Decembar to 4 January.

HAF activities are avallable for children and young
people who receive benefits-related free school
meals. This winter we are also able to extend this

offer to any child who may benefit from attending
the programme, through our grant funded Holiday

Activities Programme (HAP).

Bookings open from midday on 1 December. Make
sure you're ready to book by checking your account
now
familyhubs.gloucestershire.gov.uk

Use our handy checklist below to make sure that

* All your children have an mdividual profile added

0 your account,
« Emergency contact detalls are filled in for each

child profile
* Any additional needs or disability Information is

mncluded for each child profile
* Your details reflect any recent changes (e.g. new

address, phone contact details}

Satting up an account is ey
Scan this QR Code weh a phone camen for guick access

H you nead any HAF refsted halp then pleass contact us:

T:ATI40 T80 aTY
€' gloshatoonneaterigmad com

of
:

As always, please do let us know if you have any questions or queries. We do also encourage parents/carers to let us
know if they have any suggestions of events or activities that you would like to see in school.

Our Safeguarding, Behaviour, Complaints and other policies are available on our school website
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