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Dear Parents/Carers

Mrs Walkley

We are happy to confirm that Mrs Walkley, who has been our
recent supply tfeacher in Class 3, has accepted a fixed term
contract until the end of the school year. This will offer
consistency for the class, with Mrs Mclean teaching Monday
to Thursday am and Mrs Walkley, Thursday pm and Friday.
Welcome to Steam Mills Mrs Walkley!

Halloween Disco

FoSM have said that an amazing £178 was &
raised from the discos last night. Thank you to all ﬂfﬁ
the children who attended, we hope you had a

lovely time We also would like to say a

massive thank you to everyone else involved; parents,
teachers and helpers.

Clothing Bank

You may have noticed that we now have the clothing back
in place next to the layby at the back of the school (by the
main road). If you are having a sorf out anytime, please do
remember the school. We receive money back for Friends of
Steam Mills fundraising. Many thanks.

One-way System

We have had another near miss this week with a car
coming down the track the wrong way! If you are
entering of exiting the car park, please ensure you are
going the correct way. The school and the council, who own
the land, are again appealing for co-operation with this
system. Thank you.

REST, PLAY,
CULTURE, ARTS

5MPH

Please note that the approach to the car park, the car

park and frack area is SMPH. This is for everyone'’s Contact with School/Class Teacher
sofe’ry and for the maintenance of the surface. Faster If you have a class-based query, please

speeds kick up the gravel and exacerbate to the need | ontact your child's teacher in the first
for extra maintenance work which the school is keen
to avoid. Thank you.

instance via the school office. Please
be assured that teachers will respond,
but not necessarily on the same day.
Teachers are not expected to respond
whilst they are teaching or beyond
S5pm; your patience is appreciated.

Class Snippets

Little Oaks — The children have
enjoyed finding Halloween inspired

pictures around the garden, marking  |kks
them off their tick lists as they found each one on their
Halloween hunt. We have worked as a feam to carve our pumpkins - creating faces, scooping
out the inside, discussing the textures and exploring the insides of the pumpkin. Some of you may
have seen our beautiful Spiders web we created on our window, using masking tape and spooky
Halloween paints which was very messy but was so worth it as we think it looks fabulous!
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We've used our imagination to create spooky faces on laminated pumpkins using black pens,
black glass beads and curtain rings. The children have loved reading the books 10 Little Pumpkins
and What's in the Witch's Kitchen? -taking it in furns opening the flaps to discover what's hiding in
the Witch's Kitchen!

Class 1 - this week Reception have been exploring zero and how it is the number for nothing, but it
is also a place holder, and we should never forget about zero when counting. We have also been
working on our number recognition and ordering, please continue this skill at home, especially to 5
and within 10 if possible. In phonics we have learnt the 'h, b' sound and our HFW's are (up, mum,
put, had, oh, him, his, big, has). We have also been practising our handwriting and writing of CVC
words by listening out for sounds we hear then writing them in the correct order to form words.

Could we remind grownups that the Class 1 outdoor area is to be enjoyed by the children when
supervised by school adults. This week Class 1 and Class 2 children have been in the area before
school starts and adults have later on found the boom whackers have been put into the dirty
pumpkin water in the tuff tray. This is not the first time that something like this has happened and
although we can appreciate it is an area to shelter from the rain, resources are not being used or
supervised respectfully. We ask again, that this area is not to be entered or used by children and
their parents outside of schooling hours as this is an area to be used with school adults.

Star readers: Tommie, Hero, Sienna, Alexander, Willow, I1zaak

Class 2 have had a busy few days. They enjoyed a Great Fire of London Workshop yesterday.
They got to do a fire dance with ribbon sticks, created a timeline and acted out parts of the great
fire. On Wednesday, children enjoyed a visit from Carol at the allotments to show all of the
wonderful produce they had grown. It was very interesting to see different types of pumpkins and
hearing about all of the wonderful things they had grown.

Class 3 — what a fantastic final week of the term in Class 3! Both year groups have completed their
Maths geometry units, and in Writing, we have been busy creating Harvest and autumn-themed
poems. | was so impressed with the children’s creativity and the lovely language they used! In
Science, we made working models of hands to explore how our muscles and bones work together
to help us move our fingers. In Guided Reading, we have been exploring extracts from Roald
Dahl’s The Witches and answering a range of questions to develop our comprehension skills. On
Tuesday, we enjoyed a ‘Fun Splash’ during our final swimming session of the term — a lovely way to
finish! It has been a fantastic first term, full of learning, achievements and fun. Well-done, Class 3 -
you should all be very proud of yourselves!

Class 4 — this week we have completed our newspaper articles based on Goodnight Mister Tom
and the 'kidnapping'. The children have genuinely loved this book and it has greatly inspired their
writing. In History, we have learnt about Bletchley park's important role in WW2 in preparation for
our trip in the first week back - Wednesday 4th November. During their task, they became code
makers and breakers using a cypher. This was met with lots of excitement. We hope everyone has
a well-deserved break this half term

Parent/Carer Checklist
It would be helpful if Parents/Carers could run through a daily checklist before school, to 3
ensure that your child/ren are ready for the school day. This would reduce the amount of é‘i
phone calls home the school has to make and also reduce anxieties for your child/ren.
The school expects the older children to start taking responsibility for some of these things S
themselves. As an example:
e Lunch booked or packed lunch from home
Drink bottle
PE kit or swimming kit when needed
Homework
No jewellery
Reading book
Correct uniform and coat - please ensure all uniform is worn correctly
No personal/unnecessary items from home
All medication to come to school office - no medication in children’s bags
Please ensure all uniform is named!
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE
YOUTH CHOIR ACADEMY

For young singers in School Years 5-8 For singers in School Years 9-13

Offering the next step in their musical

Providing an inspiring introduction ta
journey with more challenging repertoire

county-level singing. Through engaging
and age-appropriate repertoire, singers will
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FREE BREAD  TOILETRIES &  PET ITEMS

CUPBOARD & ROLLS HOUSEHOLD ITEMS  Because
Awide range Seasonal fruit,  Including potatoes, Everyday essentials  our pets matter
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Missing: Conkers

The Great Conker Caper

*@

@

Can you help Percy Pine
Marten and Tabitha Tawny
solve the mystery?

Across Gloucestershire, conkers from
horse chestnut trees have gone
missing. Follow the trail, uncover the
clues and help solve the Great Conker
Caper this October half term.

Join us on our quest at Robinswood
9 Hill and Crickley Hill this October
half term.
23 October to 1 November

Rnginturad Chuity Nuemur 732560

28THOCT _

. ._V‘5PM TO7PM
FREE -

ENTRY!

Q THEWESLEY

WEDNESDAY 28TH OCTOBER
5PMTO 7PM - -

KS1&KS2
PARENTS PLEASE STAY
WITH YOURCHLOREN

school.

As always, please do let us know if you have any questions, concerns or queries. We do also encourage
parents/carers to let us know if they have any suggestions of events or activities that you would like to see in

Our Safeguarding, Behaviour, Complaints and other policies are available on our school website and our
Senior Leadership Team are : Mrs Mason (Executive Head Teacher), Mrs Fawkes (Executive Deputy Head
Teacher) and Mrs Mclean (Senior Teacher)
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